Background and Objective: Little attention has been paid to psychiatric disorder stigma and its impact on the selection of occupation of nurses in mental health centers during the mental internship courses, despite its importance in following up and treatment of this type of diseases.
Introduction
Psychiatric disorders are among the main public health issues worldwide (1). These disorders are associated with a massive personal, social and economic burden, affecting different areas of the individual's life (2) . The prevalence of these disorders has been estimated at 13.4% and their annual prevalence in Iran has been reported at 23.6% (3, 4) . Despite the high prevalence and the importance of timely diagnosis and treatment of these disorders, only a few people refer to health centers for treatment (5) . In several studies, the stigma toward psychiatric disorders has been recognized as the main cause of lack of follow up and continuation of treatment (6, 7) . According to the model of social psychology, psychiatric disorder stigmata has three components of stereotypes, prejudice, and discrimination. In fact, believing in stereotypes, which reflects the agreement of individuals on the characteristics of people with psychiatric disorders (e.g., hazardous and unpredictable), stimulates negative emotional and behavioral responses as prejudices and discrimination, consequently leading to the social isolation of patients and being put in an undesirable social position (8, 9) .
According to the modified labeling theory, all people with or without a psychiatric disorder are well aware of the negative stereotypes of psychiatric disorders in the community and expect discriminating behaviors and loss of social status following the diagnosis of psychiatric disorders (10). Nursing students, who are the main providers of mental health care in hospitals, have the same negative attitudes when entering the educational environment of universities, which is a suitable place to form and change these attitudes (11, 12) . Therefore, universities have provided an opportunity to promote nursing students' attitudes towards people with psychiatric disorders by designing theoretical and clinical education of mental health nursing in their undergraduate nursing education programs (13, 14) . This is mainly because of the significant impact of continuity of psychiatric disorder stigma in students on selecting the mental health care centers by nurses, which is an important tool for dealing with stigma in general health cares, which prevents the continuation of education of nursing students graduated in the field of psychiatric nursing (15, 16) . Therefore, given the fact that education is one of the strategies to deal with stigma (17), it seems that theoretical education of the biological nature of psychiatric disorders and their formation as 
Materials and Methods
This post-event study with a pretest-posttest design was carried out on undergraduate nursing students at the fourth semesters of Bonferroni correction showed a significant difference between before and on the last day of the internship (P<0.001), between the last day and 1 month after the psychiatric internship course (P<0.001), and before and 1 month after the course in terms of mean score of social distance (P<0.001). 
Conclusion
According to he results of the current study, 
